UNIVERSITY OF
CANBERRA

Scholarships, Prizes, Medals and
Excellence Awards Policy

Section 1 - Purpose

(1) This Policy outlines the principles for the establishment, awarding, administration and
management of scholarships, prizes, medals and excellence awards (SPMAs) for students at
the University of Canberra (University), including the University of Canberra College (UCC).

Section 2 - Scope

(2) This Policy governs the awarding of fee exemption and donor and internally funded
scholarships, prizes, medals or excellence awards to students at the University and UCC.

(3) This Policy does not apply to scholarships awarded to Higher Degree by Research (HDR)
students including Research Scholarships and Australian Government Research Training
Programs which are described in the HDR Policy and HDR Scholarships (Including RTP-
Funded Scholarships) Procedure.

Section 3 - Principles

(4) SPMAs administered by the University will:

Q

align with the strategic direction of the University to:

i. attract and retain students who would otherwise be unlikely to access and
complete higher education; and

ii. encourage students to attend the University who would not normally do so;
b. meet the academic standards of the University;
c. encourage student contribution to the University’s civic identity and reconciliation;
d. be governed by the specific conditions of award; and
e. be sustainable to manage and monitor.
(5) The selection processes will be equitable and inclusive.
(6) The administrative processes will be transparent.

(7) Conflicts of interest and protection of student privacy will be managed in accordance with
the Conflict of Interest Policy and the Privacy Policy.

(8) Before being awarded an SPMA, students must provide documentary evidence proving that
they meet eligibility criteria for:

a. being of First Nations descent;

b. being aresident of a particular geographic area;
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c. having a disability; or
d. any other stated equity criteria.

(9) Prior to the establishment or review of an SPMA, all relevant stakeholders will be
consulted.

(10) SPMAs will be regularly reviewed, including evaluating any agreement in accordance with
the terms and conditions of the agreement to ensure currency and alignment with
University strategy.

Student Grievances

(11) If a grievance arises from a decision or action taken by the University under this Policy or
associated procedures, a student may seek resolution through the Student Grievance
Resolution Policy.

Records Management

(12) SPMA records will be maintained in accordance with the DITM and Records Management
Policy Manual.

(13) Outcomes from the SPMA selection processes, student communications and case notes
must be written in plain English. They must include sufficient content for any reader within
or external to the University to understand the context, issue and recommendations or
outcome.

Section 4 - Responsibilities

WHO RESPONSIBILITIES
Coordinate the establishment of new SPMA agreements involving
Advancement
external donors.
Faculties Determine prize winners.
. Approve full or partial fees exemption in accordance with Rule 10
Fees Officer ) )
of the University of Canberra Fees Rules 2022.
Students Provide documentary evidence of eligibility for SPMAs.

Administer scholarships, prizes, medals and awards within the
Student Connect . .
scope of this Policy.

Student Recruitment & Assess applications and record full and partial fee remission
Marketing scholarships for commencing students.

. Approve full or partial fees exemption in accordance with Rule 10
Vice-Chancellor ) )
of the University of Canberra Fees Rules 2022.
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Section 5 - Procedures

(14) This Policy is supported by the:
a. Prizes, Medals and Excellence Awards Procedure; and

b. Scholarships Procedure.

Section 6 — Associated information

Legislation, standards and codes

e Indigenous Student Assistance Grants Guidelines 2017

University documents

e Academic Certification Policy

e Academic Certification Procedure

e Conflict of Interest Policy

e DITM and Records Management Policy Manual

e Gifts and Fundraising Policy

e Higher Degree by Research (HDR) Policy

o Higher Degree by Research (HDR) Scholarship (Including RTP-Funded
Scholarships) Procedure

o Naming Rights Policy

o Naming Rights Procedure

e Privacy Policy

e Prizes, Medals and Excellence Awards Procedure

e Scholarships Procedure

e Scholarship Strategy 2025-27

e Support for Students Policy

Section 7 — Definitions

TERM ‘ DEFINITION

Has the same meaning as in the University of Canberra (Courses and
Digital Handbook Awards (Courses of Study)) Rules 2023. Also referred to as the Register
of Courses.

An award based on academic merit bestowed on a student enrolled in a
Excellence award . .
course of the University.
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TERM

Fee exemption
scholarship

UNIVERSITY OF
CANBERRA

DEFINITION

An exemption for partial or full tuition fees offered to students (usually
international students) at admission, as approved by the Vice-Chancellor
or a Fees Officer in accordance with Rule 10 of the University of
Canberra Fees Rules 2022.

International Student

As defined in the Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000.
That is, a person (whether within or outside Australia) who holds a
student visa, but does not include students of a kind prescribed in
the Education Services for Overseas Students Regulations 2019 (Cth).

Medal

An acknowledgement of academic merit or academic merit and other
criteria bestowed on a graduating student.

Prize

An award made in recognition of a student’s academic achievement in
the form of money or other benefit (eg subscription, gift voucher,
goods) as stipulated in the agreement.

Scholarship

Financial aid provided to a student to support their education at the
University. This assistance may be in the form of cash payments or in-
kind contributions, such as covering tuition fees, accommodation,
services, or incidental costs. Can also include full or partial fee
exemptions for new commencing students.

Student

Has the same meaning as in the University of Canberra (Statutes
Interpretation) Statute 2010 as amended or updated from time to time.
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Status and details

Status

Effective Date
Review Date
Approval Authority
Approval Date

Custodian

Responsible Manager

Enquiries Contact

UNIVERSITY OF
CANBERRA

Current

7 July 2025

7 July 2028

Academic Quality and Standards Committee

2 July 2025

Michelle Lincoln
Deputy Vice-Chancellor

Martin Drinkwater
Director, Student Connect

policy@canberra.edu.au
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