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Art Collection Policy 

Section 1 – Purpose 
(1) This Policy outlines the principles governing the acquisition, management, preservation and 

utilisation of artworks and cultural materials (the Art Collection) at the University of Canberra 
(the University). 

Section 2 – Scope 
(2) This Policy applies to the Art Collection managed by Library & Learner Experience. 

Section 3 – Principles 

Overview 

Vision of the Art Collection 

(3) The Art Collection is a significant, diverse and accessible collection that reflects the integrity of 
the University and the living history of its community on Ngunnawal country and beyond. 

Mission of the Art Collection 

(4) The Art Collection’s mission is to connect the University in ways that inspire interdisciplinary 
collaborations, innovative research, object-based learning, storytelling and community 
wellbeing. 

Brief history 

(5) The Art Collection reflects the origin of the University as the Canberra College of Advanced 
Education. On 29 July 1969, the Council approved funds for purchasing artwork to display 
across the College, managed by then design consultant Mr Frederick Ward (Parity of Esteem: 
Canberra College of Advanced Education 1968–1978, pp. 274–278). The intention of the Art 
Collection was to furnish the new buildings with art that would create an inspiring and inclusive 
atmosphere for students and staff. This intent has been reviewed to reflect the cultural 
responsibility of a contemporary collection, reflected in the renewed vision and mission.  

Acquisition and development of the Art Collection 
(6) The University will acquire artworks and cultural materials and develop the Art Collection via: 

a. gifts donated to the University by a living individual or individuals, or an organisation;  

b. direct purchases; 
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c. bequests; 

d. commissioning an artist; or 

e. other forms of acquisition considered by the delegation band on a case-by-case basis 
(see the University’s Delegations of Authority Policy and Delegations of Authority 
Schedule for more information). 

Collecting considerations 

Collecting priority areas of the University 

(7) Artworks should align with the University’s mission, values and strategic objectives.  

Contextual storytelling 

(8) The University’s Art Collection reflects its connection to Ngunnawal country, showcasing the 
University’s stories of people, places and educational and research impacts. New acquisitions 
should be accompanied by contextual materials for comprehensive storytelling.  

Commitment to reconciliation, sustainability and diversity 

(9) The Art Collection resonates with the University’s commitment to meaningful reconciliation, 
sustainability and diversity, promoting inclusive narratives and perspectives. It should 
contribute to a safer cultural space on campus. 

Condition and materials 

(10) Items collected must be: 

a. in a condition that aligns with the latest Significance framework published by the 
Collections Council of Australia; and 

b. made of materials that can be managed within the University’s storage and 
maintenance capacity to ensure their longevity and safety. 

Storage capacity and maintenance 

(11) Responsible areas for an Acquisition Proposal must follow the acquisition process outlined in 
the Art Collection Policy and Procedure, and coordinate with Library and Learner Experience to 
ensure adequate storage capacity for proposed acquisition. This will help in managing the 
budget around maintenance and preservation.   

Provenance and ownership 

(12) The University will only acquire items with a complete and verified chain of ownership history 
(provenance). All provenance evidence for new acquisitions, including donations, commissions 
and purchases, must be obtained and documented. 
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Cultural Gifts Program 

(13) All Cultural Gifts Program inquiries and donor relationships are managed by the Advancement 
team. 

(14) Library and Learner Experience is responsible for the curatorial assessment of items proposed 
for donation under the Cultural Gifts program to ensure the proposed donation aligns with this 
Policy. 

(15) Items received under the Cultural Gifts program must not be returned to donors because the 
donors have already received tax deductions. 

Ethical considerations 

Authenticity and provenance 

(16) The University will acquire artworks through legal and ethical means, ensuring authenticity, 
provenance verification and compliance with cultural heritage laws. 

Copyright and intellectual property 

(17) The University will consider the University’s Intellectual Property Policy and Procedure when 
acquiring new assets for the Art Collection.  

Representation and interpretation 

(18) The Art Collection will reflect diverse perspectives and artistic expressions while avoiding 
offensive content that contradicts the University's values of inclusivity and respect.  

Risk Management 
(19) The University’s Art Collection will be risk managed to ensure the security and longevity of the 

Art Collection. 

Section 4 – Procedure 
(20) This Policy is supported by the Art Collection Procedure. 

Section 5 – Responsibilities 
(21) See the Art Collection Procedure for a list of responsibilities. 
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Section 6 – Associated information 

Legislation, standards and codes 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 (Cth) 
• Biosecurity Act 2015 (Cth) 
• Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) 
• Customs Act 1901 (Cth) 
• Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) 
• ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums (International Council of Museums) 
• Income Tax Assessment Act 1997 (Cth) 
• National Standards for Museums and Galleries (2nd ed., 2023) 
• Personal Property Securities Act 2009 (Cth) 
• Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Act 1986 (Cth) 
• Protection of Movable Cultural Heritage Regulations 2018 (Cth) 
• University of Canberra Act 1989 (ACT) 

University Documents 
• Art Collection Procedure 
• Charter of Conduct and Values 
• Delegations of Authority Policy 
• Delegations of Authority Schedule 
• DITM and Records Management Policy Manual 
• Finance Governance Policy 
• Indigenous Leadership Strategy 
• Investment Policy 
• Procurement Policy 
• Procurement Procedure 
• Reconnected 2025–2027 
• Space Management Policy 

Website links 
• Australian Best Practice Guide to Collecting Cultural Material (Australian Government) 
• Australian Government Cultural Gifts Program Guide 
• Be Prepared: Guidelines for Small Museums for Writing a Disaster Preparedness Plan (Heritage 

Collections Council) 
• Canberra: Australia’s Arts Capital – Arts, Culture and Creative Policy 2022–2026 (ACT 

Government) 
• Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
• Convention on Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects (Unidroit) 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A02943/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2015A00061/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C1968A00063/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C1901A00006/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A00485/latest/text
https://icom.museum/en/resources/standards-guidelines/code-of-ethics/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A05138/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2009A00130/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2004A03252/latest/text
https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2018L01710/latest/text
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/alt_a1989-179co/
https://www.canberra.edu.au/about-uc/indigenous-leadership/indigenous-strategy
https://www.canberra.edu.au/about-uc/strategy/connected
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/australian-best-practice-guide-collecting-cultural-material
https://www.arts.gov.au/what-we-do/cultural-heritage/cultural-gifts-program
https://aiccm.org.au/disaster/disaster-planning/
https://aiccm.org.au/disaster/disaster-planning/
https://www.arts.act.gov.au/policy/arts,-culture-and-creative-policy-20222026
https://www.arts.act.gov.au/policy/arts,-culture-and-creative-policy-20222026
https://cites.org/eng/disc/text.php
https://www.unidroit.org/instruments/cultural-property/1995-convention/
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• Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of 
Ownership of Cultural Property (UNESCO) 

• Cultural Gifts Program Guide (Australian Government) 
• First Nations Photography Protocols (Canon Australia) 
• First Peoples: A Roadmap for Enhancing Indigenous Engagement in Museums and Galleries, Terri 

Janke, Australian Museums and Galleries Association, 2018) 
• Galleries, Museums and Copyright (Australian Copyright Council) 
• ICOM Red Lists of Cultural Objects at Risk (International Council of Museums) 
• ICOM UMAC Guidance for Restitution and Return of Items from University Museums and 

Collections 
• Indigenous Cultural and Intellectual Property (ICIP) 2024 (Arts Law) 
• National Cultural Policy—Revive: a place for every story, a story for every place (Australian 

Government) 
• Protocols for Using First Nations Cultural and Intellectual Property in the Arts (Australia Council 

for the Arts) 
• Significance 2.0: A Guide to Assessing the Significance of Collections (Collections Council of 

Australia) 
• United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 2007 

Section 7 – Definitions 
TERM DEFINITION 

Accession The process of registering an artwork to the University’s Art Collection via 
assigning it a unique ID and entering its details into a database. (Compare 
‘Deaccession’.) 

Acquisition The process of legally and formally obtaining an artwork or cultural material 
for the University’s Art Collection. 

Art Collection The Art Collection of the University of Canberra consists of artworks and 
cultural material that are the University’s property and have been formally 
acquired and accessioned.  

Attribution The assignment of an artwork or cultural material to a specific artist, maker, 
school, period or workshop, based on scholarly evidence and expert opinion. 

Authenticity Evidence that an artwork or cultural material has been genuinely created by 
the artist or maker it is attributed to. 

Bequest A gifted artwork or cultural material left to the University through a will. 

Deaccession The formal process of de-registering an artwork or cultural material from the 
University’s asset list and Art Collection database and determining the 
removal process. (Compare ‘Accession.) It is different from ‘Disposal’, which is 

https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/convention-means-prohibiting-and-preventing-illicit-import-export-and-transfer-ownership-cultural
https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/convention-means-prohibiting-and-preventing-illicit-import-export-and-transfer-ownership-cultural
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/cultural-gifts-program-guide
https://www.canon.com.au/get-inspired/first-nations-photography-protocols
https://www.terrijanke.com.au/mga-indigenous-roadmap
https://www.terrijanke.com.au/mga-indigenous-roadmap
https://www.copyright.org.au/browse/book/Australian-Copyright-Council-Galleries,-Museums-and-Copyright-9781920778507
https://icom.museum/en/red-lists/
http://umac.icom.museum/release-umac-guidance-on-restitution/
http://umac.icom.museum/release-umac-guidance-on-restitution/
https://www.artslaw.com.au/information-sheet/indigenous-cultural-intellectual-property-icip-aitb/
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/national-cultural-policy-revive-place-every-story-story-every-place
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/national-cultural-policy-revive-place-every-story-story-every-place
https://creative.gov.au/first-nations-arts/protocols-for-using-first-nations-cultural-and-intellectual-property-in-the-arts
https://creative.gov.au/first-nations-arts/protocols-for-using-first-nations-cultural-and-intellectual-property-in-the-arts
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/significance-20
https://www.arts.gov.au/publications/significance-20
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/united-nations-declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples
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TERM DEFINITION 
the physical removal of the object from the organisation following the process 
decided during deaccession. 

Gift An artwork or cultural material given to the University without payment. 

Provenance The history of an artwork or cultural material’s ownership, custody, custody 
and location from the time of its creation to the present. 

Significance The past, present and future historic, aesthetic, scientific, and social meaning 
and values of an artwork or cultural material. 

Title The legal right to own, transfer or sell an artwork or cultural material. Proofs 
of title usually come with a record of provenance. 
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Status and details 
Status Current 

Effective Date 1 January 2027 

Review Date 10 December 2030 

Approval Authority Vice-Chancellor 

Approval Date 10 December 2025 

Custodian Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

Responsible Manager Associate Director, Library & Learner Experience 

Enquiries Contact policy@canberra.edu.au 
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